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BOBBS-MERRILL (oL

(Cont el from st Woelko
Aot to bhe known @ Any one.
you  witness that which shall
plice: here to-nlght, you will
stind.”  Her tone 1080 Ity evonness,;
trembled and became a Bit wild,

“In what manner may 1 be of serve
leeé to your highnoss?" 1 asked pleag-
antly, taving aslde my gloves nnd crop
agaln, I cnn easlly give you my word
of honor ag & gentleman not to feport
your presence here; but £ am foreed
1o remmadn, 1 cortalnly demond-—"*

“Desire," she corrected, the old fire
in lier eyos:

"Thank you. ['deslre, then, to know
the full renson: for | can not be &
party to anvthing which may reflect
upon the consnlate. For mysell, 1 do
not cure! What harebrained egenpade
was now In the air?

The princess wilked over to the
mante! and restod her arms upon fit,
gtaving wildeeved Into the fire. Sey
eral minutes passed. 1 walted patient-
1v: but, to tell the truth, | was on Are
with curlosity. At length my patience
was rewnrded,

“You have heard that 1 am to marry
the Prince of Doppelkinn?" she hegan,

I nodded

“Donbtless you have also heard of
my determingtion not to marey him?"
she went on.

Again 1 nodded.

“Well, T am not
him."”

| was selzed with the desire to laugh
but dared not, What had all this to
do with my detention in the castle?

“Petty,” guid the princess, turning
tmploringly to her companton (what a
change!l), “vou tell him,"

17 The Honorahle
hack,

(Had they kidnapped old Doppel-
kinn? 1 wondoepred.)

“1 efin not tell him," erled her high-
ness misernhly, “I simply ean not. Yon
must do 1L, Betty. It 15 now absolute-
Iy necessary that he should Know
evervthing: it is absolutely vital that
he be present, Perhaps heaven hias
sent him, Do you understand? Now,
tell him!™

Aud, wondera to behold! she who
but a few minutes gone had been a
princess in evervihing, cold, seeing,
trangudl, she fled from the room.  (De-
cldedly this was growing interesting.
What had they done?) Thus, the Hon-
orable Retty Moore and hils excel-
leney, the Amieriean consil at Bar
sehelt, were Jeft staring Into each oth
er's eves Mully a nminure. )

“You will, of course, pledge me youy
wovd of honoe? She who had recent
I¥ been timid now become cool and
even-pulged.

“If in pledging it T am asked to do
nothing (o disceredit my offlce. 1 am
not an Independent’ Individual,”—smil-
Ing to put hep more at ease. (1 haven't
the least doubt that 1 would have com-
mitted any sort of folly had she re-
quired it of me.)

“You liave my word, sle, that you
wil be usked to (o nothing dishonor-
ible. On the other hand, you will con-
fer 4 great favor bpon her Mighness,
who is in deep tronble and is secking a
way to eseape "

“Command me,"” said T promptly.

“Her highness is belng forcod into
mireiage with o man who |8 old enough
1o he her grandfather. She holds him
in horror, and will go to any length to
mnke this morvlage-un fmpossibility,
It oy part, 1 have tried o convinee
her of the futility of resisting her
roval uncle’'s willl.,” (Sensible little
Britisher! ) “What she 1& ubout to do
will Le known only to four persons,
one of whom i8 a downright raseal.”

“A rascal?”, glippen my lHps, half-
unconsclousty, “1 trust that [ haven't
given you that lmpression,” I adec
eugerly, (A rasenl? The plot was
Milekening to foruldable opuqueness.)

“No, ghe eried hastily, with o
Hash of summer on her lijs.  (What
s charming than *un Englikh
wonin with a clear sense of the ho
morous?  “You haveu't given me that
fmpression at all”

“Thank yvou'" My vanlty expanded
under the genlal warinth of this knowl
eilge. 1t was quite possible that she
logked upon me favorably.

“To proeeed, There ls to be a kind
of mock marriage herve to-night, and
yuu nre lo witoness 1L She watched
mee sharply,

I frownad.

“Patlence!  Not lterally a mock
murrivge but the Alling out of & bogus
gartitionte.”

Y1 o not ypderstund at al)”

“You bave heard of Hevmann Steln.
book, W cuslilerad offleor?”

“Yos, | understupd that he I8 the
ragcil to whom you reler.”

“Well, this certificate ls to be filled
out cowpletely, To outwit the duke,
her highnows commits—"'

“A fargery.”

“ItIs n u-uihlu thing to do, but she
has gone tho far to withdraw now
Bhe becomo the wife of Her
mann Stelnbock. Bhe wishes to show
the certiflcate to the duke”

“Hut the banns have not bean made
public.' p

“Thut doss not matter.”

“HBut why detaln we?" | was grow
Ing rostiess, It was all folly, and no
good would come of it

“It 18 necessary that a gentloman
should be present. The curctuker is
not w gentloman, 1 have sald that
Stelubock e a rascal. As I review the
avents, | begin to look upon Four ar
rival us timely, Bielnbock 1s not a re-
lable gueptity."

"I begin 1o percelve."”

"He Is to poceive 1,000 erowns for
his part in the ceremony;: thes he s
te leave the couniry.”

“Hut the priest's siguature, the no
tary's seal, the ironwclad formalitles
which wttend all these things!” 1 stam:
mered,

"You will recellect that bher high
uess Iy 4 prineess o! the blood. Hel
dom ls she refused spyiblog In Bar
:?M I ﬂha wagi Lo & small secrotary
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I “But the rascal will boast about it
He mny blackmall all of you, He may
convinee the publie that ho bhas really
muritded her highnows™

“1 think not, We have not moved
In this blindly. Hteinbovk we know to
have forged the nume of the minister
of fnance, Wao hold this sword above
hia hownd., "And I be should spenk or
boast of i, your wora would hold
grenter welght than his, Do you un-
derstund now *"

“Yes, | understand., DBut 1 belleve
that 1 am genulnely sorry to bave
blundered into this eastie to-nlght.”

“Oh, if you lack courage!” care
losgly

I Inughed,
Stelubocks.

Her laughter echoed mine. “Come;
My, By the way, 1 belleve I
o not know your nmne."

“Warrlngton—Arthur Warrington.”

“That 18 a very good Euglish name,
and a gentleman possessing (v will
never leave two women In o predica-
ment ke this, You will understand
thit we dare not trust any one at
court, HRelutive to her higliness, the
duke suceeeds in bribing all.”

“put & raseal like Steinbock!"

1 know,"—a bit wearlly.

“It |8 pardonable to say that I be
lieve her highness has been very fool
ish"

The girl made a gesture which wn
ceded the fact, "It is too late to re-
treat, as [ have told you. Steinbock is
already on the way., We must trust
liim. But you?"

“After all, what does a consulate
amount to?'

This geemed to be answer enough,
She extended her hand fn a royal fasgh
fon. [ took it in one of mine, bent and
Kisged it respectiully. Apparently she
had expected the old-fashloned hand-
ghake familiar to our common race, for
1 phaerved that she started as my lps
came Into contact with the back of her
hand. As for me, when my lips
touched the satin flesh I knew thay it
was all over.

“Your highness!" ghe called.

The princess returned, She looked
at me with o mixture of fiercaness and
defiance, humlility and supplication, |
had alwaye supposed her to be a surt
of habbledehoy; Instead, she was one
ol those rare oreatures who pogsess
all the varying moods of the sex. |
conld readily imagine all the youug
felluws falling violently in love with
her: all the young fellows save one. 1
glanced furtively at the Honorable
Hetty.

“He knows all?" asked her highnoss;
her c¢hiln tilted aggressively.

“TEverything."”

“What must you think of me?”
There was that in her highnesg' tope
tone which dared me to express any
opinion that was not totally compli
mentary.

“1 am not sufficiently well-born: to
pags an opinfon upon your highness
actlons,'” 1 roplled, with exousable
irony.

“Kxcallent!" she exclaimed.
grown weary of sycophants.
not afrald of me at all."

“Not In the slightest degres,” I de-
cliared,

“You will not regret what you are
ahout to do. 1 can make it very pleas
ant for you in Barschelt—or very un-
pleasant.”  But this threatening sup-
plement wis made harmioss by the ac.
companying smile,

“Muy 1 offer the advice of rather a
worldly man?"

“Waell

“When Stelnbock comes bid him go
ubout his business,”

The Honorable Betty nodded approv-
ingly, but her highness shrugged.

“Sinee you are decided,” and I
bowed, “Now, what time does this
fellow put in his appesrance?”

Her highness beamed upon the Hon-
aogable Betty. "1 like the way he says
‘this fellow;' It reassures me, He Is
due at nlne o'clock; that {8 to say, in
half an hour, 1 will give you these di-
rections, 1 do not wish Steinbock to
linow of your presence here. You will
Iide In the salon, close to the por-
tleres, within call. Morsover, I shall
have to fmpose upon you the disngree
whle duty of playing the Hatener. Let
nuthing escape your ear or your eve.
I wm not certain of this fellow Stein:
hoek, though | hold & sword alove his
head."”

“Hut where are your men?" 1 asked.

She smilod. “There Is no oné here
but Leapold."

“Your highness to meet Steinbock
wlone?"

“I have no fear of him; he knows
who I um."

“Hvorything shall be done as you
wish." 1 secretly hoped 1 might have
the opportunity w putch Steélnbock's
hoead,

“Thunk yow" The transition of her
moods always left me fn wonder. “Play
something; it {e impossible to talk'
She porched horself on the brosd arm
of the Honorable Hetty's chalr, und
her aym rested lightly but affection-
uwtely on her shoulder,

It was something for & man to gain
the confidence, In so short & time, of
two such women. 1 felt as brave as
Bayard. So 1 sat down before the
plano and played, My two accomplish-
wents are horsebuck riding and musie,
und | cundidly tell you that [ am ny
reckless at one as &t the othor. I had
o good memory. 1 played something
trom Chiwinade, as hor fanciey are
Wlwuys airy sud agreeabls and unmol
ancholy. 1 was attacking “The Flut-
terer” when her highness touched my
arm,

“Hark!™

We all lstened Intently, The sound
of beating hoofs cawe distinetly, A
#lugle horseman was galloplng along
the highwiy toward the castie. The
sound grow nearer and nearer; pres
ently it ceased. 1 rose quietly.

"It is um!lmlwm for doubt:

i'!d!!ll ﬂ:’ \

“I am not afrald of 20

"1 have
You are

"Go 0, sald the tormer. "and be walche
ful!

I then took up my position behing
the portlerca,  Traly T had stimbled
tnto an adventure; hut how ta stamble
out again? If the duke got wind of [,
it would mean ray recall, and T was of
a mind, Just then, that 1 was golng to
bo partiovlarly fond of Dhivacholl.

All was usllent. A door cloaaed, and
then came the trend of fect. 1 povred
through the portieres gloetly
the entrance of two men, ods of whom
wasg the old enrotaker, Hiz compnnlon
was a dark, handgome fellow, of Hoan-
garian gypey Lype, Thore was a dovile
may-care nir about him that fitted him
woll, It was  Steintiock. He wus
dresgsad with gerupulous care, ln ¢pite
of tho fact thot He wore viding clothes,

Loy e

%M““““““““““?

%’ uwmmw

Sewing Machine

A very necessary plece of
furnitura in a Hone
You can Lavdly get along
withont e, '

HENRY LUTZ

enreles all fhe best makos
e can soll thom wh the
lowest, possible price bes
causo fie has np rent) o
iy mu! Nno wagons o thie
voad, e knoekers on
Henry Lutz's machines
drive custom to him. He
le hiere to sbpy nd gties
antees,  "PAKe your res
palring to Idm wid geb 1t
done vight.

HEIRY 1012,

Second Street,
LOGAN, OHIO.
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“i¥our Highness Sees That | Am

Prompt.' "

H 18 possible thal he recogunized the
importance of tho event. One did pot
write one's nume uniler i princess’ olg
nature every dav, even in mockers

There wias n halbsmile on Lis (ee that
I did! not Hlge,

“Your bhighness seos
prompt,=—uncovering.

“It s well. Let us proceed at once
to conoluide the matter In hand,” sh
snid.

“Wholy at your soervies!"

(Hang the fellow's impudencs!
dared he uge that jovinl tone™

I heard the wrackle paruliment,
The cortificate was being unfolded
(It gecurred Lo me that while she woki
about it the pnprincess might just
will have forged the rasor
wholly dispensed with hi: f
The whaole affair strucl me as
Ineffective; nothing would come of
It she triod to make the dithe belfeve
that she had marvied Steinbock, ler
uncle would probpe the matter to the
hottom, and n the end cover her with
ridicule: Dut you ecan not tell n yvouny
woman anything, when she jg a yprin-
cess and In the habit of hoving bhor
own way. It is remarkuble how stapid
clover women can at thmies, ‘I'he
Honorable Betty understond, but hor
highness would not be convinead, THus
ghe suffered thig neodless allront.  Pui-
don this parenthesis, but when one
talks from behind o curtain e pos-
enthesis 18 the only avablable
There was silence. [ saw
paize the pen, then scribhile
parchment. It was done. i
restlessly.,

“There!” eried Stelnbock, His
did not lack a certaln trivmph.
now for the duplicate!”

Her highness stutfed the documont
into the bozom of her dross Thore
will be no duplicate.” The fileidiy ol
her tones would have congesiod the
blood of ‘an ordinary rageal. lut Hiein
bock was not ordinary,

“But suppose the duke eomes to e
for verlllcation?'" he rengondd,

“You will be on the other slde
the frontier. lere are vour thous
crowns.”

The barbof her contempt penetvitod
even his thick epldormis.  His smile
hardenad,

“l was once a gentleman;
always accept money f[or
shady (ransactions."

“Neolther your sentiments
oplrlons are requivad, Now,
me carefully,"” continued ey hlglin
"I ghall give you 24 hours to opout
Irontier In any. divection
If after that tlme you fotind in
Bavschelt, T promige to hand you oyver
to the police,"

“It. his heun a groat day,"
ragcal, with a Jaugh, "A
crowns!”

| aoparated the portierea an inch
He stood nt the gide of the plano, uhon
which he lewned an cibow, He wa
certninly handrome, auch gsought allog
by wamen of a low class. The princes
stood at Stelnbock's left and the Hon
orable Betty st his clght, erect, thelr
foced expressing nothing, s0  foreed
wis the resposs.

"I never expected so great un honor
To wod a princess, when that phlucess
I8 your highness! Falth, 1t s flueg!™

“You may go at once,” Intevrupted
hor highness, her volee rising n kev.
“Remember, you have only 24 houre
betwesn you and prison,  You waste
valuable time.”

“What! you wish to be ¢ld of me so
soon? Why, this Is e bridal nlght
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One does pot part with oue's wile asf i,

this rate," .

Leopold, the caretaker, made o warn
Ing guature.

“Come, Leopold, 1 must have
jest,” Juughed Btemmbock,

“Within certata bounds," returaed
the old man phlegmplically., "I la
high time you were off. You are fool
haydy to match your chapees with
justice, Prisgn stares you o the faee”

“Bah! Do you belleve it

"It is & positive fact” added the

incess.

my

jul o lesve like this has Ihn'lnnz
h!"  Stelubock : :
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